CATCH THE
SUMMER READING
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T Teaching Plan to Encourage Summer Reading
By Risa Young

Teachers across all grade levels understand the importance of encouraging students to read during the
summer vacation. It is especially important for beginning readers to continue to practice and develop their
newly acquired skills on a consistent basis. It is also necessary to provide parents with information on how
they can support their child's reading development during the summer.

Often children's own suggestions can serve as a catalyst to inspire others to read. Set aside some time for
the class to prepare presentations on favourite books that they want to recommend to their classmates to
read over the summer. Create a summer reading list based on your students' favourite books.

You may also want to choose specific books or author recommendations that meet individual children's
needs or interests. You can develop individualized summer reading lists based on favourite authors, genres,
and interests. Some students may need specific skill building, so you may want to suggest books that have
predictable or rhyming text, simple chapter books, or non-fiction books to help children expand real-world
knowledge and vocabulary. You may want to send home books with cassettes to encourage families to read
together in households where English is not the first language.

Some parents may need specific ideas about where to find books. Highlight book titles from book club
order forms that would be beneficial or interesting for their children. Provide them with addresses of local
libraries and bookstores and suggest educational television shows or computer programs that support
language and literacy development. Include a list of materials that they will need at home to support
reading activities, including writing and drawing materials for completing reading logs or book reports.

Grades: Pre-K through Grade 3

Family Reading for Emerging Readers (PreK)

Provide parents with a list of books that focuses on activities children typically engage in during the
summer - beach trips and family picnics, day camp, outdoor "pretend" adventures, or family vacations. To
help parents prepare their children for their return to school at the end of the summer, include books with
back-to-school themes. Encourage families to develop consistent reading routines with their children.
Remind them to pack books in backpacks for summer trips and to take along books on cassette so the
entire family can enjoy stories together.

Great Picture Books for Early Readers (Grades K-1)

Easy-to-read books are perfect for children with emergent reading skills. Encourage parents to read aloud
and reread books with their children so that they will become familiar with the text and learn new words
or master words that they have difficulty reading. This will enable children to practice newly acquired
reading skills and continue developing skills over the summer vacation. Children who have demonstrated
the ability to read aloud with an adult should be encouraged to spend time reading alone.

Develop a summer reading log that includes information that you want children to record after reading a
book. Reading logs might include the title, author, main characters, setting, main idea, and a personal
review of the book. Invite children to also draw a picture about the story to encourage creative-thinking
skills.




Motivating Independent Readers (Grades 2-3)

Motivation is the key ingredient when encouraging children to continue independent reading during their
summer vacation. Invite the students to develop a summer reading list of their favourite authors and book
topics. Create this list as a class activity. This is a good time to reflect on all the books your students have
read during the year — inside and outside the classroom.

You can also provide children and families with a list of popular, easy-to-read series chapter books like
Scholastic readers, Clue School, Young Cam Jansen, Henry and Mudge and Frog and Toad. Children are
drawn to these appealing main characters, engaging plots, and easy-to-read books that are perfect for
independent readers. Once they become drawn to a specific series character they will become motivated
to read more books from the series. Many children “become very devoted to their favourite series.

By providing your students with books that are meaningful and interesting to them and giving their parents
suggestions on how they can support their children's reading skills, everyone will prepared, motivated, and
ready for a summer of great reading.

This article was originally published by Scholastic.com. Click here.
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